JUDGES
"Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet."

KEY VERSES:

2:10 "After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel."

2:11 "Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals."

2:10 "Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshipped them. Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way (I am the way and the truth and they life), in which their fathers had walked, the way of obedience to the Lord's commands."
2:18 "Whenever the Lord the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was with the judgeand saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived."

2:19 "But when the judge died, the people to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshipping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways."

WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH LENT?

2:20 "Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel and said, "Because this nation has violated the covenant that I laid down for their forefathers and has not listened to me, I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations JOSHUA left when he died. I will use them to test Israel and see whether they will keep the way of the Lord and walk in it as their forefathers did."

OTHNIEL

· Only judge from Judah (south) / good judge / peace for 40 years

EHUD

· Left handed
· Daggar hid in right thigh

· Killed fat king Eglon ...the fatted calf 

SHAMGAR

· killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad

· So what? God honors those who use what they have and what is available to them rather than excusing themselves from commitment with, "If I only had....or some other evasive statement."
DEBORAH

· Woman leader in a world of men

· Assigns Barak to fight

· Sisera killed by Jael who drove a tent spike through his temple.

GIDEON

· youngest son in a world of older brothers

· Also called "Jerubbaal"in the Old testament

· Force reduced from 22,000 to 300 to defeat the Midianites with trumpets, jars, and torches.
· Reject king offer

ABIMELECH

· Kills his 70 half brothers

TOLA

JAIR

JEPHTHAH

· Son of a harlet

IBZAN

ELON

ABDON

SAMSON

· No-shaving. mo drinking Nazirite in a world of "normal" people

· Tore apart a lion with his bare hands

· caught 300 foxes, tied then tail to tail in pairs, tied torches to their tails, let them run through the Philistines wheat fields

· riddle

· killed a 1000 men with a jawbone of a donkey

· collapsed a temple with his bare hands

· Nagging wife more powerful than all the others
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