NUMBERS

· Sequel to Exodus: Continues to show how an enslaved people were prepared to take possession of the land that God promised.

· Covers the 40 years period when they left Sinai (after the 10 Commandments) until they crossed the Jordan River and entered the Promised Land.

· Moses strike the rock instead of speaking to it as God instructed. Tired of people grumbling. (20:8). Cost Moses: "Because you did not trust me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them." (20:12)
· Took two censuses. To count the men and see what sixe army they would have.

· Like a good coach, players were being prepared for the big game: harsh life...40 years of preparation and punishment.

· Moses sent 12 men (1 from each of the tribes of Israel) to explore the land of Canaan for 40 days. 10 somber reports (read 13:27-33). Caleb: "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." (Discuss Caleb)
· People rebelled from going in. Because of disobedience, 40 years in the desert (1 year for each of the 40 days exploring)

· Reference from Jesus in John 3:14 refers to lifting of the snake in Num 21:8. Both brought life. All who looked at it were saved from death. Jesus compared this to the crucifixion. Just as the Israelites had to look in faith at the bronze serpent to be saved from death, so we must look in faith at the crucified Christ to have eternal life.

· When they reached Moab region, defeated Sihon (king of the Amorites) and Og (king of Bashan). 21:34 "Do not be afraid of him, for I have handed him over to you, with his whole army and his land....So they struck him down." (Battle is the Lord's. Discuss ) 
· THOUGHT: God was on their side. They were victorious, we are victorious. God has defeated our enemies before us. So how should we act? Num 12:3 "Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth." No anybody that confuses humility with arrogance because God is on their side?

· Joshua appointed because Moses disobeyed (water) therefore could not enter the Promised Land.
· Moab seduces Israel (Chap 25) and 24,000 died. Referred to in 1 Corin  10.

· Key verse in Numbers 33:50-56 "When you cross the Jordan into Canaan, drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you. Destroy all their carved images and their cast idols, and demolish all their high places. Take possession of the land and settle in it for you have been given the land to possess.....but if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land, those you allow to remain will become barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the land where you live. And then I will do to you what I plan to do to them.
